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Forestry in Africa: facts and figures

• 70% of African population depends on forests and 
woodlands for basic livelihoods
• Woodlands provide ca. 70% of household energy
• 25% World Forests are in Africa
• Diversity concentrated in forests and savannas
• Timber: Africa produces 35% of imported timber



Importance of forests

FORESTS are not just a source of timber
- Ecological
- Social
- Economical 
- Cultural 
- Agricultural
- Providers of ecosystem services













Conservation

• Africa more than 80% of African species occur in (sub-) 
tropical forests and savannas
• Pivotal role in climate at local, regional and global scale
• Important water catchment areas
• Provider of ecosystem services







Conservation



Value of forests: World Bank

• Forests Provide Pathways Out of Poverty
• Forests Mitigate Climate Change and Strengthen 

Resilience
• Forests Support Jobs and Wealth Creation 
• Forests Provide Ecosystem Services that Sustain 

Economies 
• Forests Sustain Cultures and Spiritual Values 



Value of forests: World Bank



DGD-Programme: BOS+

BOS+ in Africa
Directorate for International Cooperation and Human 
Rights
5-year programme: 2017-2021: 6 countries
- Forestry development: PFM
- Climate-smart agriculture



DGD-Programme
- Belgium: 

- North-South education
- Awareness raising
- Transition

- Africa
- Ethiopia
- Tanzania
- Uganda

- Latin America
- Peru
- Bolivia
- Ecuador
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Participatory forest management

• The inclusion of communities in the management 
of (state-owned) forest reserves.
• Many countries in Africa are promoting the 

participation of rural communities in the 
management and utilization of natural forests.
• Tool for conservation and social and economical

development
• Sustainable







Climate-smart agriculture

Agroforestry: integration of trees in agricultural practices
§ Conservation agriculture
§ Restoration and amendment of soil conditions
§ Landscape management
§ Restoration and maintenance of water catchment areas
§ Food and livelihood security

üFruit trees
üFodder-trees

§ Non-timber products
§ Timber and fuelwood











Opportunities BOS+
• Partner for cooperation in Belgium and abroad

• Partner and platform for research

• Cooperation between NGOs

• BOS+ Ghent University

IMRD MSc Rural Development

MSc Bioscience Engineering

MSc Biology (Global Change)

MSc Agricultural and Environmental Nematology

Opportunities…

Social Sciences

Educationà Belgium



Interest?
www.bosplus.be
eduardo.delapena@bosplus.be

http://www.bosplus.be/
mailto:eduardo.delapena@bosplus.be


THANK YOU!


