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University Development Cooperation:

VLIR-UOS funding opportunities
(and some others…)

Dr. Nancy Terryn
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To encourage and assist researchers in 
their efforts to obtain financial means for their 
research plans by providing relevant and full 
information on opportunities (calls for 
proposals) and help with project writing and 
contract and financial management once the 
project is obtained

Research Coordination Office – mission



• From development cooperation to cooperation with the South

• From “donor to recipient” to “partners”

• Strong need for the prospect of academic

valorization: PhD’s are at the heart

• Balance input/output for Northern academics

• Win-win is crucial for succes

• Successful partnerships: common base even if 

different goals/dreams

• Personal relations, trust!

The changing faces of UDC:
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Sharing minds, changing lives

• Knowledge as catalyst for development : Universities are development and 

innovation players : universities have a responsibility towards the entire 

globe

• Internationalisation of HE can increase the quality of graduates: 

international, multi-cultural environment, world citizens 

• Unique research questions, ecosystems, challenges,…

• Higher knowledge by input of other views, methods, new ideas

• Attractive to (Flemish) students, more motivated (foreign) students

• new opportunities : the Developing Countries of yesterday are the 

Emerging Economies of today



DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AT UGENT
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20 partner countries :

•Africa : Burundi, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Uganda, South Africa

•Asia: Cambodia, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam,
•Latin America: Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Suriname,



TYPES OF VLIR-UOS PROJECTS
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Departmental level: 
TEAM 4-5 year 300,000 euro
With the TEAM intervention type VLIR-UOS funds cooperation in 
terms of education, research and social service between 
departments of a Flemish universities and one in the South.

South Initiatives (SI) 2 year 70,000 euro
With the programme South Initiatives VLIR-UOS funds small 
scale projects with a limited budget. 

Joint (Inter)national Academic Networking (JOINT) 2 -3 year
JOINT projects are about academic exchange and networking in 
broad international or national setting. 



FRESH NEWS: INFOSESSION NEXT CALL

11



UDC Financers/selection systems are different/difficult for academics…

The elevator pitch?

Hurdles for UDC and how to overcome them? 



THE LOGICAL FRAMEWORK/ STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT







Basic allocation university
+ Scholarships for students from 
a selected list of partner countries
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Deadline 5 March!!

Check FCI
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“Sandwich” PhD Fellowships
Special Research Fund (BOF-UGent)

̶ 1. Who can apply:
• The candidate possesses a Master degree obtained at a Belgian university or holds a foreign 

degree that is required by a university in the Flemish Community for mandatory enrolment as a 
PhD student

• Only open to candidates from a specific set of countries based on the OECD-DAC list

̶ 2. Duration: 24 months (spread within a period of 48 months; sandwich principle)

̶ 3. Research field: all fields of research (fulltime research)

̶ 4. Funding: tax free PhD scholarship while at Ghent University 

̶ 5. Bench fee: annual fixed bench fee

̶ 6. Deadline: in May of each calendar year, fellowships start on 1st October

̶ 7. Selection procedure: managed by the Research Council

Some types of UGent PhD fellowships



Take home messenges:

Save the date : 27 june UOS day at UGent –FBE Coupure

vliruos.be

nancy.terryn@ugent.be


